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BBCH, Raising Readers Partner to Bring Story Time to Video
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John Bancroft, MD, reads to patients via video.

Medical Center (BBCH)
will be able to participate in
story time, even if they’re

Children spending time in
The Barbara Bush Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Maine

MAy ANNIVERSARIES

not able to leave their
rooms, thanks to a new
program. Patients can
watch stories being read
aloud on the BBCH closed-
circuit TV system (CCTV).

“Reading is such an im-
portant part of childhood,”
said John Bancroft, MD,
medical director of BBCH
and the George W. Hallett,
MD, Chair of Pediatrics at
Maine Medical Center.
“Reading stories here is one
way to bring normal life to
kids who atre on the mend.”

The readers are all adults
that young patients might

encounter during their hos-
pital stay, including doctors,
nurses and child life special-
ists. They were recorded
reading books that were
recommended by Raising
Readers, a MaineHealth
program funded by the Li-
bra Foundation that pro-
motes early childhood liter-
acy and a love of reading by
giving books to Maine chil-
dren at birth and during
well-child visits through the
age of five.
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‘CCTV Stories’
From Front

“It’s really hard to tell kids
who are sick that they can’t
participate in group activi-
ties in our shared spaces,”
said Liz Shaughnessy, the

John D. Bancroft, MD,

Child Life Program Manag-
er. “This allows kids to
share in that group reading
activity from their room.”

Raising Readers books are

vetted by doctors, librarians,

child development experts
and parents to ensure they
appeal to kids and continue
to be interesting after re-
peated read-aloud sessions.
Cassandra Grantham, direc-
tor of Raising Readers, said
the team was excited to

partner with the BBCH
child life program to bring
Raising Readers to life in
the hospital.

BBCH expects to have sto-
ries playing on CCTV three
times a day by the summer.
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