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MMUC honors two of its healthcare heroes in February

Healthcare Heroes, a pro-  Jennifer Schleintz in the
gram through the Philan-  ED also was nominated by
thropy department, pro- the family of a patient. Her
vides an opportunity for nominator writes:

patients and their families

to honor someone at MMC  “Walking into the CC3 tranma
who had a meaningful im- 701 was the worst day of onr
pact during their experience family’s lives. Jennifer Schleintzy

with our hospital. had tunnel vision, in that her
only goal was to save my father.
Kari Colburn on Unit It was apparent she was an ex-
P3CD received recognition  pert in the emergency room, and
from one of her former our thinking that she was the
patients: best and brightest turned out to

be true becanse she was the first
“Thantk you for your expertise — nurse that saved my father’s life.
and compassion — your spirits — We are forever grateful for her
brought my spirits up. You are  commitment to her patients and
truly a gift to the sick. Thank — want her to know that she made
you.” an incredible impact to onr life
by saving my dad.”

Kari Ca/bﬂm, a C N A .on P3CD, is one of two Healthcare
Heroes honored by patients and their families in February.



3 things you need to know about Palliative Medicine at MMC

1. Palliative Medicine
provides patient- and
family-centered care
that optimizes quality
of life by anticipating,
preventing and treat-
ing suffering. Palliative
care throughout the
continuum of illness
involves addressing
physical, intellectual,
emotional, social and
spiritual needs and facil-
itates patient autonomy,
access to information
and choice. The Pallia-
tive Medicine team is

comprised of specialty
physicians, advanced
practice practitioners,
social workers, chap-
lains and clinical ethi-
cists.

2. DPalliative care can be
provided during any
part of a patient’s ill-
ness and can be
alongside curative in-
tent. The palliative care
team will work closely
with the patient’s prima-
ry physician and other
specialists involved in

the care. The team helps
patients and their fami-
lies navigate through the
complexity of serious
illness by focusing on
their hopes, beliefs and
personal goals. The
team also provides con-
tinuity during transitions
of care and long-term
follow up.

3. Palliative care is pro-
vided to patients of
any age from pediat-
rics to geriatric. MMC

has a Pediatric Ad-

vanced Care Team
(PACT) that serves chil-
dren from birth through
young adulthood. The
PACT also works close-
ly with the prenatal care
team. The PACT in-
cludes a physician, a
nurse practitioner and a
social worker special-
ized in pediatric pallia-
tive care. The team col-
laborate closely with
child life specialists, pe-
diatric spiritual care and
the patient’s medical
team.
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