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Infection Prevention Week: Break the Chain of Infection

International Infection Pre-
vention Week raises aware-
ness of the role our Epide-
miology and Infection Pre-
vention (IP) team plays to
improve patient safety.

Studies have found that in-
vestment in trained infec-
tion prevention nurses and
doctors decreased infec-
tions by 40 percent, estab-
lishing the first hospital
quality improvement pro-
gram. Strong surveillance
programs seek to prevent
the spread of infection by
collaborating with the front
-line workers and leadership
to continuously examine,
evaluate, and act on identi-
fied Infection Prevention
issues.

IP responsibilities also in-
clude other areas of focus
such as hand hygiene, disin-
fection/sterilization, surgi-
cal asepsis, patient hygiene,
device insertion practices,
environmental manage-
ment, construction/
renovation/design, hazard
mitigation, mandatory re-
porting, and management
of contagious diseases. Day-
to-day operations include
risk assessment, sutrveillance
and investigation, policy
and procedure develop-
ment/review, research, sta-
tistical analysis and data
presentation, education and
training, response to ques-
tions or areas of concern,
management of projects to
insure regulatory compli-
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Proper hand hygiene is necessary for preventing infections.

Prevention. Check eNews
for a schedule of events:
pick up free personal hand
sanitizer, refresh your res-
piratory etiquette, and test
yourself with IP trivia.

ance, and consulting with
frontline workers, admin-
istration, public health, and
patients/families.

This week, take time to
learn more about Infection

Anyone with an
employee badge
oets the flu

All employees must be vaccinated, show proof of vaccination,
or submit a declination form to Employee Health

Flu Blitz
Week of October 17 - 21

Monday through Friday
3:30-7:30 p.m.
P1A Bypass Corridor

Free flu vaccine
for employees
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Comments, questions, and story ideas:
Chelsea Miller, Communications Specialist

(207)662-4096 millec7@mmc.org




